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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 193057 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 SP-02 SS-15 
INR-10 /048R 

DRAFTED BY AF/C:LD JUNIOR :LAR 

APPROVED BY AF/C:LDJUNIOR 

AF/C:REGRIBBIN 

AFAV :DMCELHANEY 

HA:SLOWMAN 

DOD:MAJ. M. SIERRA 

027748 320001Z/21 

O 312308Z JUL 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY COTONOU IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 193057 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, GB 

SUBJECT: REQUEST TO TRANSPORT BENINESE 
REF: A) LIBREVILLE 2077; B) STATE 191856 

1 . YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO DRAW ON VALID CONSIDERATIONS 
OUTLINED PARA 4 REF. A IN OUTLINING REASONS FOR USG UN- 
WILLINGNESS TO PARTICIPATE IN AIR I TFT OF BENINESE AS RE- 
QUESTED BY GOG. 

2. HOWEVER, DEPARTMENT'S REFUSAL IS IN FACT BASED PRIMARI- 
LY ON HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS. WHILE WE SYMPATHIZE 
WITH PLIGHT OF BENINESE SO ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY GOG 
ACTION, WE DO NOT CONSIDER THAT RECTIFICATION OF SITUATION 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 193057 

LIES IN USG PARTICIPATION AIRLIFT. YOU SHOULD NOT HESITATE 
TO REITERATE THIS CONCERN TO GOG AS RATIONALE UNDERLYING 
OUR DECISION. 

3. IF NECESSARY, YOU SHOULD ALSO POINT OUT THAT, SHOULD 
REPATRIATION ACTION BEGIN TO RECEIVE MORE U.S. MEDIA 
ATTENTION THAN HITHERTO, THERE WOULD BE SUBSTANTIAL AD- 
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VERSE PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL REACTION. CRITICISM OF GOG, 

AS WELL AS USG, WOULD BE MORE SHARPLY FOCUSSED AND ARTICU- 
LATED AT THAT POINT HAD USG LENT LOGISTIC SUPPORT TO WHAT 

WOULD BE BROADLY PERCEIVED IN U.S. AS GABONESE OVER-REAC- 
TION TO A PROBLEM BEST HANDLED IN POLITICAL CHANNELS. 

THIS DOES NOT COMPRISE A IUDGEMENT ON OUR PART OF THE 
MERITS OF THE DISPUTE, WHICH IS OF COURSE FOR RESOLUTION 
BETWEEN THE TWO AFRICAN PARTIES. IT IS. HOWEVER, INTENDED 
TO CONVEY FRANKLY TO THE GOG WHY WE CANNOT PROVIDE THE 
REQUESTED ASSISTANCE. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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